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British biopharmaceutical firm Shire plc has announced that it will
support its growth with an eight-year plan of investing $460 million
and hiring 750 full-time workers, a Shire official confirmed
Wednesday. The hiring will occur entirely in the company’s Human
Genetic Therapies business unit in its divisional headquarters in
Lexington.

The hiring and investment news is an upward adjustment of a February
2008 announcement in which Shire HGT announced its original
eight-year plan to invest $394 million to expand the company’s
Lexington campus and hire 680 full-time workers. The company’s
growth in Lexington is the result of Shire’s decision to keep its
footprint in Massachusetts; The commitment of $40.5 million in tax
incentives and grants for public infrastructure from the state and the
town of Lexington influenced the decision to expand, the company said
at the time.

Last week, Shire signed a 15-year lease on the company’s fifth
building, a 160,000 square-foot facility, in the Lexington Technology
Park. According to Shire spokeswoman Jessica Cotrone, the new
facility, housing offices and a laboratory, is expected to be finished in
2012.

Shire HGT, which employs about 675 workers locally and 750 globally
as of earlier this year, moved from Cambridge to Lexington in the fall. The company is
focused on marketing and developing biological treatments for serious diseases. Shire HGT
was formerly Transkaryotic Therapies Inc. before Shire bought the business in 2005.
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Cambridge artists design solar-
powered public art in Austin,
Texas

Cambridge-based public artists Mags
Harries and Lajos Héder are the
brains behind a solar-powered art
installation in Austin, Texas. The
flower-like solar panels soak up the
sun's rays by day, and give off
colored LED light by night, according
to Popular Science. "Designed by
Massachusetts art duo
Harries/Heder, the SunFlowers are
an art exhibit at heart, and stand
over 30 feet tall. They colle...
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